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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 25 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 25, lines 
4-5, it appears the phrase "a service synchronization module coupled to both the video 
display device and the video displav device for..." should be changed to "a service 
synchronization module coupled to both the video display device and the telephone 
device ." Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Strauss 
etal (5,790,173). 

As to claim 1 , note the Strauss et al reference figures 3 and 6-7, disclose 
advance intelligent network (AIN) having digital entertainment terminal or the like 
interacting with integrated service control point and further disclose method for 
managing telephone services through a HFC network (figs. 4A and 4B) platform having 
at least a video display device (TV 217' or 700^ and a telephone device (Tel 219), the 
method comprising the steps of: 
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the claimed "detecting an off-hook state of a telephone device at a network 
element..." is met by ADSL 701 Processor or Level 2 Gateway Processor (figs. 3, 4 and 
col. 13, lines 22-50, line 61 -col. 14, line 19 and lines 47-56), note that ADSL 701 orL2 
Gateway "a network element" located at or substantially near a Subsaiber's premises 
or "residence" provides video signals and telephone signals to Digital Entertainment 
Terminal (DET) 700 or 217, PC 704 and Telephone Device or (Tel) 219 (see figs. 3 and 
4) to the Subscriber premises, customizing various telephone services and access to 
broadcast programs to the subscriber (col. 18, line 62-col. 19, line 9 and col. 25, lines 
20-31), and when the subscriber pick-up the telephone for incoming or outgoing call, 
during an in-progress television program, the ADSL 701 processor or L2 Gateway 
processor "detects an off-hook state of the telephone device," receives at ADSL 701 
processor or L2 Gateway processor a set of digits from the telephone device; 
determines a service requested by the subscriber based on the received set of digits 
and controls TV 700' of DET 700 in association with the information associated with the 
requested service, controlling the duration of the call and automatically resuming from 
the point of the pause (col. 26, lines 13-29 and line 40-col. 27, line 3); note further that 
in other embodiments Optical Network unit (ONU) 210 or DET are gateways, which 
provides video signals and telephone signals to TVs and Tel. Devices in the subscriber 
premises (fig. 4B, col. 16, line 65-col. 17, line 8 and lines 26-44). 

As to claim 2, Strauss further discloses muting the audio of the video display 
device during an OFF-hook state (col. 26, lines 47-55), note that since Strauss pause 
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the video program for the duration of the telephone call the audio portion is 
automatically muted. 

As to claim 3, Strauss further discloses where the requested service is a 
telephone call (col. 23, lines 30-58). 

As to claim 4, Strauss further discloses where the requested service is a retrieval 
of call logs (col. 12, lines 35-57, col. 18, line 62-col. 19, line 9 and col. 20, lines 53-63), 

As to claim 5, Strauss further discloses where the requested service is a 
directory service (col. 12, lines 35-57, col. 18, line 62-col. 19, line 9 and col. 20, lines 
53-63). 

As to claim 6, Strauss further discloses where the information displayed on the 
TV 700' is a telephone listing (col. 19, lines 5-37 and col. 20, line 53-col. 21, line 28). 

As to claim 7, Strauss further discloses where the information displayed on TV 
700' is a call progress status (col. 19, lines 20-33 and col. 27, lines 4-12). 

As to claim 8, Strauss further discloses where the information displayed on TV 
700' is a call state (col. 27, lines 4-12). 

As to claim 9, Strauss further discloses where the information displayed on TV 
700' is a list of callers (col. 23, line 35-col. 24, line 10). 

As to claim 10, Strauss further discloses where the ADSL 701 , DET 217, ONU 
210, etc., is a communication gateway (col. 17, lines 27-44 and col. 26, line 50-col. 27, 
line 11). 

As to claim 1 1 , Strauss further discloses where the ADSL 701 , DET 21 7, ONU 
210, etc., is set-top box (col. 17, lines 27-44 and col. 26, line 50-col. 27, line 11). 
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As to claim 12, note the Strauss et al reference figures 3 and 6-7, disclose 
advance intelligent network (AIN) having digital entertainment terminal or the like 
interacting with integrated service control point and further disclose method for 
synchronizing the delivery of video and telephone services through an HFC platform 
(figs. 4A and 4B) having a video display device (TV 217' or 700') and a telephone 
device, the method comprising the steps of: 

the claimed "receiving a control signal indicating an incoming telephone call...," 
"selectively interrupting the delivery of the video program to the video display device..." 
is met by ADSL 701 Processor or Level 2 Gateway Processor (figs. 3, 4 and col. 13, 
lines 22-50, line 61-col. 14, line 19 and lines 47-56), note that ADSL 701 or L2 Gateway 
"a network element" located at or substantially near a Subscriber's premises or 
"residence" provides video signals and telephone signals to Digital Entertainment 
Terminal (DET) 700 or 217, PC 704 and Telephone Device or (Tel) 219 (see figs. 3 and 
4) to the Subscriber premises, customizing various telephone services and access to 
broadcast programs to the subscriber (col. 18, line 62-col. 19, line 9 and col. 25, lines 
20-31 ), and when the subscriber picks up the telephone for incoming or outgoing call, 
during a video program, the ADSL 701 processor or L2 Gateway processor detects an 
off-hook state of the telephone device, and selectively pauses "interrupts" for the 
duration of the call and automatically resume from the point of the pause (col. 26, lines 
13-29 and line 40-col. 27, line 3). 

As to claim 13, Strauss further discloses resuming the delivery of the video 
program when the telephone call ends (col. 26, lines 47-64). 
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As to claim 14, Strauss further discloses where the interruption, is performed by 
recording the video program into DET 217 or set-top box "a video recording device" (col. 
26, lines 47-64) 

As to claim 15, Strauss further discloses where the DET 217 or set-top box 
stores the video program in a segmented buffer (col. 17, lines 17-26 and col. 26, lines 
47-64). 

As to claim 16, Strauss further discloses DET 217 or set-top box interruption, is 
performed by pausing the video program (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

As to claim 17, note the Strauss at al reference figures 3 and 6-7, disclose 
advance intelligent network (AIN) having digital entertainment terminal or the like 
interacting with integrated service control point and further disclose method for 
synchronizing the delivery of video and telephone services through an HFC telephone 
service platform (figs. 4A and 4B) having a video display device (TV 217' or 700') and a 
telephone device, the method comprising the steps of: 

the claimed "receiving a control signal indicating an incoming telephone call...," 
and "displaying on the video display device a menu option providing an opportunity for 
the subscriber to synchronize the simultaneous reception of video and telephone..." is 
met by ADSL 701 Processor or Level 2 Gateway Processor (figs. 3, 4 and col. 13, lines 
22-50, line 61 -col. 14, line 19 and lines 47-56), note that ADSL 701 or L2 Gateway "a 
network element" located at or substantially near a Subscriber's premises or "residence" 
provides video signals and telephone signals to Digital Entertainment Terminal (DET) 
700 or 217, PC 704 and Telephone Device or (Tel) 219 (see figs. 3 and 4) to the 
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Subscriber premises, customizing various telephone services and access to broadcast 
programs to the subscriber (col. 18, line 62-col. 19, line 9 and coL 25, lines 20-31), and 
when the subscriber picks up the telephone for incoming or outgoing call, during a video 
program, the ADSL 701 processor or l_2 Gateway processor detects an off-hook state of 
the telephone device, and selectively pauses "interrupts" for the duration of the call and 
automatically resume form the point of the pause (col. 26, lines 13-29 and line 40-col. 
27, line 3), note further that the time stamp is stored at either video server or set top box 
or both depending on what system is used for pausing, resuming, etc., and further 
provides the subscriber with VCR functionalities and menu option or interactive 
services, synchronizing the simultaneous reception of video program(s) and the 
telephone call(s) (col. 23, lines 30-58 and col. 27, lines 37-61). 

As to claim 18, Strauss further discloses where the synchronization, is performed 
by recording the video program into DET 217 or set-top box while the telephone call is 
in progress (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

Claim 19 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 15. 

As to claim 20, Strauss further discloses where the synchronization, is performed 
by pausing the video program when the telephone call is answered (col. 26, lines 
47-64). 

Claim 21 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 2. 

As to claim 22, note the Strauss et al reference figures 3 and 6-7, disclose 
advance intelligent network (AIN) having digital entertainment terminal or the like 
interacting with integrated service control point and further disclose system for 
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managing telephone services through a HFC network (figs. 4A and 4B) platform having 
at least a video display device (TV 217' or 700') and a telephone device (Tel. 219), the 
system comprising service manager coupled to the telephone device and the video 
display device whereby the service manager: 

the claimed "detects an off-hook state of a telephone device;" "receives digits 
from the telephone device;" "determines the requested service by a subsaiber based on 
the digits; and "controls the display on the video display device of information..." are 
met by ADSL 701 Processor or Level 2 Gateway Processor (figs. 3, 4 and col. 13, lines 
22-50, line 61 -col. 14, line 19 and lines 47-56), note that ADSL 701 or L2 Gateway "a 
network element" located at or substantially near a Subscriber's premises or "residence" 
provides video signals and telephone signals to Digital Entertainment Terminal (DET) 
700 or 21 7, PC 704 and Telephone Device or (Tel) 21 9 (see figs. 3 and 4) to the 
Subscriber premises, customizing various telephone services and access to broadcast 
programs to the subscriber (col. 18, line 62-col. 19, line 9 and col. 25, lines 20-31), and 
when the subscriber pick-up the telephone for incoming or outgoing call, during an in- 
progress television program, the ADSL 701 processor or L2 Gateway processor 
"detects an off-hook state of the telephone device," receives at ADSL 701 processor or 
L2 Gateway processor a set of digits from the telephone device; determines a service 
requested by the subscriber based on the received set of digits and controls TV 700' of 
DET 700 in association with the information associated with the requested service (col. 
26, lines 13-29 and line 40-col. 27, line 3), note further that the time stamp is stored at 
either video server or set top box or both depending on what system is used for 
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pausing, resuming, etc., and further provides the subscriber with VCR functionalities 
and menu option or interactive services, synchronizing the simultaneous reception of 
video program(s) and the telephone call(s) (col. 23, lines 30-58 and col. 27, lines 
37-61). 

As to claim 23, Strauss further discloses where the service manager is part of a 
DET 217 or set-top box (STB) (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

As to claim 24, Strauss further discloses where the service manager is part of a 
communication gateway (col. 17, lines 27-44 and col. 26, lines 47-64). 

As to claim 25, note the Strauss et a! reference.figures 3 and 6-7, disclose 
advance intelligent network (AIN) having digital entertainment terminal or the like 
interacting with integrated service control point and further disclose system for 
synchronizing the delivery of video and telephone services through an HFC telephone 
service platform (figs. 4A and 4B) having a video display device (TV 217' or 700') and a 
telephone device, the system comprising the steps of: 

the claimed "a service synchronizing module coupled to both the video display 
device and the telephone device for temporarily interrupting a delivery of a video 
program to the video display device..." is met by ADSL 701 Processor or Level 2 
Gateway Processor (figs. 3, 4 and col. 13, lines 22-50, line 61-col. 14, line 19 and lines 
47-56), note that ADSL 701 or L2 Gateway "a service synchronizing module" is coupled 
to DET 700 or 217, PC 704 and Telephone Device or Tel 219 (see figs. 3 and 4) and 
provides video signals and telephone signals to Digital Entertainment Terminal (DET) 
700 or 217, PC 704 and Tel 219 (Subscriber premises devices), customizing various 
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telephone services and access to broadcast programs to the subscriber (col. 18, line 
62-col. 19, line 9 and col. 25, lines 20-31), and when the subscriber picks up the 
telephone for incoming or outgoing call, during a video program, the ADSL 701 
processor or l_2 Gateway processor detects an off-hook state of the telephone device, 
and selectively pauses "interupts" for the duration of the call and automatically resume 
from the point of the pause (col. 26, lines 13-29 and line 40-col. 27, line 3), note further 
that the time stamp is stored at either video server or set top box or both depending on 
what system is used for pausing, resuming, etc., and further provides the subscriber 
with VCR functionalities and menu option or interactive services, synchronizing the 
simultaneous reception of video program(s) and the telephone call(s) (col. 23, lines 30- 
58 and col. 27, lines 37-61). 

As to claim 26, Strauss further discloses where the service synchronization 
module further resumes the delivery of the video program after the telephone call is 
terminated (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

As to claim 27, Strauss further discloses where the service synchronization 
module is part of a DET 217 or STB (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

As to claim 28, Strauss further discloses where the service synchronization 
module is part of a communication gateway (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

As to claim 29, Strauss further discloses where the service synchronization 
module interrupts the video program delivery by recording the video program into DET 
217 or STB (col. 26, lines 47-64). 

Claim 30 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 5. 
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As to claim 31, Strauss further discloses where the service synchronization 
module interrupts the video program delivery by pausing the video program (col. 26, 
lines 47-64). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Archer (6,829,236) discloses system and method for providing automated 
directory assistance via the Internet and corresponding call completion within a 
telecommunications system. 

Gerszberg et al. (6,222,520) disclose information display for a visual 
communication device. 

Cohn et al. (5,940,489) disclose method and apparatus for detecting and 
recovering from call waiting interruptions to modem communications. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Annan Q Shang whose telephone number is 703-305- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-500pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W Miller can be reached on 703-305-4795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Annan Q. Shang. 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



